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As a former soldier who dearly loves
his M250 caliber machine gun and loves
his firearms as a civilian as well, I
know that we have that right. We’ve
got to stand up and protect it, and I
urge my colleagues in the Senate not
to ratify this treaty.

——
RECOGNIZING FINALISTS OF SEC-
RETARY OF DEFENSE EM-
PLOYER SUPPORT FREEDOM
AWARD

(Mr. CICILLINE asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. CICILLINE. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to recognize three employers in
Rhode Island that are honoring and
supporting the brave men and women
serving our great country in the armed
services.

These include Amica Mutual Insur-
ance of Lincoln, Rhode Island;
Banneker Industries of North Smith-
field; and the Woonsocket Middle
School. These Rhode Island employers
have received national recognition as
finalists and semifinalists for the Sec-
retary of Defense Employer Support
Freedom Award and were selected for
this honor from a pool of 4,000 nomina-
tions.

This award is the Department of De-
fense’s highest recognition of employ-
ers for the extraordinary support they
provide to our National Guard and Re-
serve members and their families. The
Freedom Award is especially signifi-
cant because nearly half of our Na-
tion’s military is currently comprised
of Guard members and Reservists.

These men and women have put their
lives on the line because our country
asked them to. Because of their serv-
ice, we’re able to enjoy the freedoms
that we have here at home. We owe
those serving our country, our vet-
erans, and their families our utmost
gratitude and respect for their great
sacrifices on our behalf.

I commend our Rhode Island busi-
nesses who recognize the sacrifices of
our servicemen and -women and their
families.

———

WHERE IS THE PRESIDENT’S PLAN
TO BALANCE THE BUDGET?

(Mr. BROOKS asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. BROOKS. Mr. Speaker, yesterday
President Obama gave a speech to the
Nation about the debt ceiling. He said,
I won’t bore you with the details of
every plan or proposal. Mr. Speaker, I
say please bore us with the details.

The House passed the Cut, Cap, and
Balance plan that prevents a national
bankruptcy by modestly cutting spend-
ing, capping the size of government,
and advocating a balanced budget
amendment to force Congress to act re-
sponsibly. In contrast, the President
gives fine speeches, yet fails to submit
a single written plan to balance the
budget that can be evaluated by the
American people.
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Mr. Speaker, I say bore us with the
details. Washington’s spending binge
has put America $14 trillion in debt.

America’s future is at risk. Congress
welcomes written detailed solutions to
Washington’s spending binge from the
President.

Mr. Speaker, I reiterate, please bore
us with the details. America has a
right to hear them. President Obama
has a duty to deliver them.

———
JUVENILE DIABETES

(Mr. CARNEY asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. CARNEY. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today in support of efforts to find a
cure for type 1 diabetes.

Recently, I visited with 1l1-year-old
Madeline Tallman from my home State
of Delaware. She was here to tell her
story of what it’s like to live with type
1 diabetes. Madeline is faced with the
life-long challenge of checking her
blood sugar levels, managing her diet,
and injecting herself with insulin every
single day.

While research to find a cure for type
1 diabetes is progressing, people like
Madeline are looking for better ways to
manage their diabetes right now.

An artificial pancreas has the poten-
tial to transform the lives of those
with type 1 diabetes. This device auto-
matically controls blood sugar levels
around the clock allowing patients to
remain healthy until a cure is found.
But before this technology can be made
available to patients, the FDA must
approve the next steps in the regu-
latory process for artificial pancreas
trials.

I commend the FDA for committing
to publish draft guidance by December
1. T urge the FDA to stick with that
guideline. Children like Madeline have
waited long enough.

—

THE DEBT CEILING

(Mr. CARNAHAN asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)

Mr. CARNAHAN. Mr. Speaker, we
voted last week on a plan put forward
by my Republican colleagues that I
strongly opposed and was rejected by
the Senate because it would have ended
Medicare as we know it while pre-
serving giveaways to Big Oil and cor-
porations shipping jobs overseas.

Now Speaker BOEHNER has intro-
duced a new plan which he says follows
the spirit of the last plan. Rating agen-
cies say Mr. BOEHNER’s plan won’t
work. It won’t prevent a ratings down-
grade, it will destroy hundreds of thou-
sand of jobs, weaken the American dol-
lar, and raise interest rates on loans to
keep families in their homes and stu-
dents in school. It is a plan that ex-
perts tell us up front won’t work, is not
worth voting on, let alone passing.

Instead of retreating to our partisan
quarters and refusing to cooperate,
when the going gets tough we expect
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leaders to get to work. This default cri-
sis is a test of leadership and those
willing to drive our country over the
economic cliff fail that test and need
to get serious.

————
0O 1220

PLEASE DON'T TOUCH MEDICARE,
MEDICAID, OR SOCIAL SECURITY

(Ms. PINGREE of Maine asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute.)

Ms. PINGREE of Maine. Mr. Speaker,
in the past few weeks, the phones in
my office have been ringing off the
hook. The message from my constitu-
ents is clear: Please don’t touch Medi-
care, Medicaid, or Social Security.
Some are angry, and some are tearful.
All are sick with worry over the threat
of losing benefits they have earned and
depend on. Sadly, these effective pro-
grams have become targets for those
who would balance the Federal budget
on the backs of seniors and the middle
class rather than restoring tax rates
for millionaires. It’s unthinkable, and
it’s unfair. I plan to do everything I
can to protect these critical programs
because they work.

When Medicare started 45 years ago,
a third of our seniors lived in poverty;
half had no health care coverage.
Today the poverty rate for seniors has
been slashed, and nearly all of our sen-
iors have access to quality care. And
thanks to the Affordable Care Act, sen-
iors won’t have to worry about paying
for preventative care or falling into the
prescription drug doughnut hole. After
working hard their entire lives, seniors
should be able to feel confident that
the system they faithfully paid into
will be there for them when they need
it most.

———
DO THE RIGHT THING

(Mr. MORAN asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. MORAN. Mr. Speaker, I'll never
forget the day that we voted for the
Clinton tax rates. We were told by all
of the Republicans that this was going
to cause massive job losses, an unbal-
anced budget, and drive us into reces-
sion. And not one Republican voted
with us. Well, we know exactly what
happened: More than 20 million new
jobs were created; we had the lowest
level of poverty, the highest expansion
of the middle class, three straight
budget surpluses, and the people at the
highest tax rates took home more
after-tax income than at any time in
American history. It worked. And we
had over $5.6 trillion in surplus pro-
jected over the now past decade.

Then when the Republicans took
power again, what happened? Imme-
diately they cut taxes—but not across
the board—in a way designed primarily
to benefit the wealthy. That’s why the
top 1 percent have 42 percent of this
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